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Favored Nations Entertainment

Hanukkah Like You’ve
Never Heard It Before!

A collection of classics and
original compositions for
the whole family to enjoy.

“A delight from start to finish!”
-Michael Feinstein

“What a gift Kenny Ellis gives us
all for Hanukkah.”
-Ed Asner

ELLIS EEEY YY)

Hanukkahs,..../
g \‘W.

17328 Ventura Blvd., #165 Encino, CA 90049 Phone : 818.385.1989
www.favorednations.com www.kennyellis.com




KENNY ELLIS

& /
aln gzl .
QUOTES ABOUT HANUKKAH SWINGS!

“Hanukkah Swings” is a delight from start to finish!
Kenny Ellis has recorded a perennial holiday classic, cleverly conceived and perfectly executed.
You’ll never again be able to think of the “Dreidel Song” without snapping your fingers.

Michael Feinstein
Premiere interpreter of American popular song
“America’s ambassador of song”

“What a gift Kenny Ellis gives us all for Hanukkah with his great voice, his phenomenal
band and his songs. Music of many lands thrive in this very clever adaptation of
traditional songs to, in the end, make us all family.”

Ed Asner
Actor

Kenny is too talented for words! Fab CD!!!
A multi-tasker ...his ideas are brilliant - wonderfully talented...and especially
so as a musician - how clever to think up the original idea and then REALIZE IT!!!

Buddy Bregman
Producer/Director/Musical Arranger/Conductor/Etc.

You don’t have to be Jewish to like Kenny Ellis’ “Hanukkah Swings!”, though it couldn’t hurt.
Nor do you have to be a gentile to enjoy Nat Cole’s Christmas album ...you just have to like good music.

Terry Gibbs
Legendary Jazz Musician/Author/Vibist

The new Hanukkah CD by Kenny Ellis, “Hanukkah Swings!”is a joy to hear.
The big band accompaniment and the fantastic arrangements bring great spirit and creativity
to the well known and some lesser known Hanukkah selections.

Past-president of the Cantors Assembly
Cantor and Educational Director of Neve Shalom, Metuchen, NJ

Kenny’s new CD is a joy to listen to...it’s immaculately recorded and performed with gusto.
It is perhaps the most musical and amusing Hanukkah CD | have heard to date
and will certainly set a new standard in the genre.

Sam Glaser
Composer/ Performer/Producer

17328 Ventura Blvd. #165 Encino, CA 91316  Phone: (818) 385-1989

f Favored Nations Entertainment
m!mm www.favorednations.com www.kennyellis.com
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KENNY ELLIS
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HOT PRESS LIST

REVIEWS

e Los Angeles Daily News

 Houston Chronicle

e San Diego Union

» Seattle Times

e Jazz Times Magazine

e Jazzitude

e Hadassah Magazine

e Intermountain Jewish News- Denver

 Jewish News Weekly Of Northern California

INTERVIEWS
e The Ventura County Star- Ventura, California
e The Acorn- Agoura Hills, California

TV COVERAGE

e KTLA Morning News- Los Angeles

 Jewish Life with Phil Blazer - Los Angeles
Philadelpia, Baltimore, Boston, Cleveland
Connecticut, Detroit, Miami, Milwaukee
Minneapolis, New Jersey, New York City
Palm Springs, St. Louis, Washington D.C

17328 Ventura Blvd. #165 Encino, CA 91316  Phone: (818) 385-1989

fh Favored Nations Entertainment
m!mm www.favorednations.com www.kennyellis.com
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KENNY ELLIS

Sowinge!
W }
GIFT GUIDE FEATURES

» Jewish Journal- Los Angeles

 Jewish Exponent- Philadelphia

 Jewish Woman International- Washington, D.C
e Boston Advocate

 Jewish Journal North Boston

» Jewish Herald- Houston

e Jewish Times- Baltimore

e Jewish News Cleveland

e American Jewish World- Minneapolis

e Jewish Review- Portland

e Kansas City Jewish Chronicle

e Kentucky Jewish Post & Opinion

e Jewish News of Greater Phoenix

» Jewish Voice- Wilmington, Delaware

e Jewish Chronicle of Columbus

 Jewish Journal Monthly- Youngstown, Ohio

» Jewish Ledger- Rochester, New York

* Florida Heritage- Fern Park

INTERNATIONAL
e BBC Radio interview
* Rock Times review/Germany

“ 17328 Ventura Blvd. #165 Encino, CA 91316  Phone: (818) 385-1989

f Favored Nations Entertainment
m!m.w www.favorednations.com www.kennyellis.com
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Music in the spotlight

November 24, 2005

Swing
Kenny Ellis
CD Reviews
Loads of Swing Era songs were copped from Klezmer music, The big

bands of that time were full of Jewish players adding swing rhythms to
traditional Jewish music. Singer Ellis does much the same here.

"Hanukkah Swings!"

KENNY ELLIS

Hanukkah Sw!nﬂﬂ“a“

These 10 tracks take cultural songs like "Dreidel," add a blaring swing
band, and presto — you have "Swingin' Dreidel.” He puts a calypso beat
on one song, and even offers up " 'Twas the Night Before Hanukkah."

- T. MICHAEL CROWELL

* DECEMBER 16. 2005 + 15 KISLEV. 5TE6
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Mixing Traditional Jewish Music With E
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New CDs Spin
Holiday Standards

Staff Report

s Chanukah approaches, dozens of new

holiday CDs are hitting store shelves

and going up on retailers’ Web sites.
Among them this year are two discs from
talent based in the Conejo Valley. Temple
Beth Haverim’s Cantor Kenny Ellis gets
the holiday swingin’ with big band and
jazz takes on Chanukah standards, while
The Shirettes offer up their award-win-
ning mix of traditional and original
songs as a gift for children and parents
alike.

Ellis" “Hanukkah Swings!" features
renditions of holiday favorites with a Rat
Pack sensibility thatr will appeal to most
generations, from seniors to Vegas-vaca-
tioning 2(-somethings.

“Swingin’ Dreidel,” Elhs' jazzy take
on 1 Have a Little Dreidel,” is a brassy
opener that hearkens back to the playful
swing arrangements of nursery rhymes,
like Ella Fitzgerald's * A Tisket, A Tasket.”
The cantor counts Les Brown, Benny Good-
man and Count Basie among his influences, and
their sounds can be heard throughout the disc,
which effectively blends retro cool with Jewish
tradition.

His transitions between Hebrew and English
on songs like “Hanukkah, Oh Hanukkah/Who
Can Retell” and “Sevivon Sov, Sov, Sov" are
smooth, complimenting a big-band backing

that might otherwise feel incongruous in such a
mix. On “Ocho Kandelikas,” Ellis pays homage
to the song’s Sephardic roots with a*60s Latin
sound.

“The minute people heard it, they went

Hanukkah Swdige!

y
\

crazy for it and wondered why it wasn't on the
radio,” he said. “That’s the next step.”

Ellis, who has been with Beth Haverim for
10 years, grew up listening to big band music
with his father. The Philadelphia native formed
his first band in his teens, performing at Jewish
community centers and synagogues. After col-
lege, he moved to New York, performing at the
Copacabana and with Rabbi Shlomo Carlbach
at the Roosevelt Hotel. Branching out,
he hit the hotel circuits of the Cacskills,
the Poconos, Atlantic City and Miam
Beach before moving on to Israel and
then Los Angeles.

Ellis hopes listeners will connect with
the energy and joy in “Hanukkah
Swings!"

“No matter your religious or cultural
background, it's bound to make the hol-
iday season more festive and a lot more
fun.” he said.

Ellis  will “Hanukkah
Swings!” live with a big band at the
Canyon Club in Agoura Hills on Sunday,

perform

Dec: 11,7 p.m:
I'he Shirettes will also be touring the
Conejo throughout December in sup-

P r20
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MUSIC / Holiday offerings load record-store shelves / It's beginning to sound a lot like
Christmas

By MICHAEL D. CLARK

STAFF

Hanukkah Swings!, “Kenny Ellis” “(Favored Nations)” - Hanukkah albums are often elegant,
solemn and graceful affairs, but rarely do they swing like this. Ellis’ "Hanukkah”” Swings! “plays
like one of Harry Connick Jr.'s jazzy albums.

On “Swingin’ Dreidel, “Ellis transforms the traditional child’s song "I Have a Little Dreidel “into
a brassy big-band number with flutes and horns. Benny Goodman'’s classic "Sing, Sing, Sing”

is turned into the stirring call-and-response "Sevivon Sov, Sov, So"v. And the traditional “"Maoz
Tzur”, sung after the recitation of the Hanukkah blessings, is given a Quincy Jones makeover on
“Rock of Ages”.

As a cantor at a Los Angeles-area synagogue, Ellis took care not to be flip with his
reworkings. He has, however, given them a swinging pulse that should make them much
more memorable to the uninitiated.

@The San Dicgo Union-Tribune.
C&Y vt e CERAL T Gy rrur tus G'ﬂ"_ JPLLAF
Music in the spotlight

November 24, 2005

Swing

Kenny Ellis

"Hanukkah Swings!"

Loads of Swing Era songs were copped from Klezmer music. The big
bands of that time were full of Jewish players adding swing rhythms to
traditional Jewish music. Singer Ellis does much the same here.

These 10 tracks take cultural songs like "Dreidel,” add a blaring swing
band, and presto — you have "Swingin' Dreidel." He puts a calypso beat

on one song, and even offers up " "Twas the Night Before Hanukkah."

- T. MICHAEL CROWELL



KENNY ELLIS

Swings!

RETAIL PERFORMANCE
Top 10 Markets

Los Angeles, CA
New York, NY
Philadelphia, PA
Washington, DC
Boston, MA
Portland, OR
Baltimore, MD

San Diego, CA
Seattle-Tacoma, WA

Independent Jewish Distribution:

Soundswrite - San Diego

SISU Entertainment - New Jersey
Hatikvah Music - Los Angeles
Hamakor - Chicago

f Favored Nations Entertainment
'_‘ 17328 Ventura Blvd. #165 Encino, CA 91316  Phone: (818) 385-1989
mamsnss WWW.favorednations.com www.kennyellis.com



KENNY ELLIS

Sewingo!
awengd
RADIO HOT LIST

RADIO AIRPLAY

27 Jazz Week Reporting Stations

in MANY of the Nations Top Markets!

e 70+ Total Stations “In Play

e 20+ In “medium” To “Heavy” Rotation

DEBUTS #29 JAZZ WEEK CHART!
{+70} Total Spins! Jan 2nd Issue

#2 “MOST ADDED” JAZZ WEEK w/+13 NEW ADDS!
#1 “INCREASED AIRPLAY” JAZZ WEEK w/+70 NEW SPINS!

Debuted CMJ Jazz #30! Issue #944

RADIO INTERVIEWS

e KNX Radio- Los Angeles

e KYW Radio- Philadelphia

e KCLU Radio- Thousand Oaks
e WNWR Radio- Philadelphia

Jazz Week Review by Tad Hendrickson

f Favored Nations Entertainment
'_‘ 17328 Ventura Blvd. #165 Encino, CA 91316  Phone: (818) 385-1989
mamunes WWW.favorednations.com www.kennyellis.com



JazzWe el Jazz Aibum Chart

airplay data

Jan. 2, 2006 powered by

TW LW 2W Peak Artist Release Label TP LP +/- Weeks Stations Adds
1 1 1 1 |Joe Locke & The Milt Jackson Tribute Band | Rev-elation Sharp Nine 259 |353(-941 10 56 0
2 2 2 2 |Houston Person All Soul HighNote 244 | 301 | -57 9 57 0
n 17 | 35 3 |Jane Monheit The Season Epic 204|149 55 3 54 12
4 | 5|7 2 |Dianne Reeves Good Night and Good Luck [Soundtrack] Concord 192209 | -17| 11 61 0
4 1315 3 |Mike LeDonne Night Song Savant 192253 | -61] 10 49 1
6 | 4 | 13| 4 |VariousArtists Progressions: 100 Years Of Jazz Guitar Sony 174222 | -48 | 11 48 1
7 8 6 5 |The Great Jazz Trio 'S Wonderful 441 Records 1731199 | -26 8 45 0
n 31 | NR | 8 |Eddie Higgins Trio Christmas Songs Sunnyside 171101 | 70 2 42 13
9 |10 4 3 |Clayton Brothers Back In The Swing Of Things Hyena Records 169)189]-20| 10 43 0
10719 5 |Robert Glasper Canvas Blue Note 160202 | -42| 10 46 0
n 18 | 12 | 11 |[Alan Broadbent "Round Midnight Artistry 158 (140 18 | 11 43 2
12 |12 | 3 1 |Brad Mehldau Day Is Done Nonesuch 155|183 -28 | 13 43 0
13| 5 |10 5 |Rodney Jones Dreams and Stories Savant 1411209 -68| 6 37 1
14| 16 | 13 1 |Gerald Wilson Orchestra In My Time Mack Avenue 134|159-25| 17 4 1
U8 20 | 19 | 12 |Trio da Paz Somewhere Blue Toucan Music 134123 11 13 34 1
m 141 8 8 |Jimmy Ponder What's New HighNote 133|178 -45| 10 38 1
WAl 44 | 32 | 17 |Anita Baker Christmas Fantasy Blue Note 131| 76 | 55 3 35 9
18 | 19 | 23 | 18 [Wallace Roney Mystikal HighNote 127|139 -12| 7 43 0
19 | 15 | 13 | 12 [Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra w/ Wynton | Don’t be afraid... the music of Charles Palmetto 1251160 -35| 8 45 0
Marsalis Mingus
19| 9 | 16 9 |Julius Tolentino Just The Beginning Sharp Nine 1251198 |-73| 9 34 1
m 46 | 40 | 21 |DianaKrall Christmas Songs Verve Music Group 12075 [ 45| 3 23 5
21 | 10 | 21 | 10 [Various Artists Higher Ground: Hurricane Relief Benefit Blue Note 1201189 -69| 6 36 0
23 | 13 | 10 | 10 |Geoffrey Keezer Wildcrafted: Live At The Dakota MAXJAZZ 114|181 | -67 7 39 0
m NR | NR | 24 |David Leonhardt Jazz Group I'll Be Home For Christmas Self Released 111 ] 56 | 55 1 27 10
25 | 21 | 18 1 |Thelonious Monk Quartet with John Coltrane | At Carnegie Hall Blue Note 106|122 | -16 | 14 38 0
26 | 21 | 17 | 17 |Various Artists Our New Orleans 2005 Nonesuch 101|122 | -21 ) 34 )
26 | 23 | 28 | 23 |Bill Ransom Generations Bongo Time Records 101 | 115] -14 6 23 0
28 | 23 | 24 | 23 |Donald Harrison New York Cool Half Note Records 93 | 115] -22 7 33 1
NR | NR | 29 |Kenny Ellis Hanukkah Swings! Favored Nations 87 |17 | 70 1 27 13
30 | 34 | 42 2 |Tierney Sutton I’m with the Band Telarc 85|93 | -8 17 32 2
3129 | 32 6 |Shirley Horn But Beautiful ... The Best of Shirley Horn Verve Music Group 84 [106]-22| 10 35 0
32 | 28 | 25 | 25 |Jerry Gonzalez & The Fort Apache Band Rumba Buhaina - The Music of Art Blakey ~ |Random Chance 82 |108]|-26| 8 24 0
and The Jazz Messengers
33123 | 34| 23 [Jamie Cullum Catching Tales Verve Music Group 79 | 115 -36 7 28 3
34| 26 | 21 2 |Eric Alexander and Vincent Herring The Battle: Live at Smoke HighNote 77 | 110 -33 | 17 25 0
34|32 |19 | 19 |Chris Botti To Love Again Sony 77 |1 99 | -22 9 20 1
36 | 26 | 26 | 16 |Barbara Morrison Live @The Dakota Dakota Live Label 73 | 110 -37 9 22 0
37 | 48 | 43 | 37 |Radam Schwartz Conspiracy For Positivity Blue Ark Records 72 | 74 | -2 3 24 0
37 | 30 | NR | 30 |Deanna Witkowski Length of Days Artist Share 72 1105 -33 2 29 3
39 | 39 | 48 | 32 [Marc Johnson Shades of Jade ECM 68 | 86 | -18| 12 21 1
40 | 46 | 36 | 20 |[Tineke Postma For The Rhythm 215/Munich Records 67 | 75 | -8 8 27 0
m NR | 44 | 34 [|Jonathan Kreisberg Unearth Mel Bay 67 | 61| 6 11 19 0
42 | 37 | 29 | 25 |Richie Hart Greasy Street Zoho Music 66 | 88 | -22| 11 25 0
43 | 48 | NR | 43 |Steve Kuhn Trio Quiereme Mucho Sunnyside/Venus 64 | 74 | -10 2 21 2
43 | 40 | NR | 38 [Dan Cray Trio Save Us! Blujazz 64 | 78 | -14| 11 17 1
45 | NR | NR | 30 |Kyle Eastwood Paris Blue Rendevous 62 |70 | -8 12 19 0
45 | 48 | NR | 45 |[Garage a Trois Outre Mer [Original Soundtrack] Telarc 62 | 74 | -12 2 36 0
45 | 44 | NR | 34 |Soulive Breakout Concord 62 | 76 | -14| 12 16 0
48 | NR | 31 | 24 |Bebo Valdés Bebo De Cuba Calle 54 61 | 62 | -1 8 23 1
48 | NR | 45 | 43 |Dr.John & The Lower 911 Sippiana Hericane Blue Note 61 | 67 | -6 4 19 1
50 | NR | 29 4 |Dave Valentin World on a String HighNote 57 | 70 | -13| 21 18 0
Most Added Increased Airplay Chartbound
Eddie Higgins Trio Christmas Songs (Sunnyside) +13  Kenny Ellis Hanukkah Swings! (Favored Nations) +70  organissimo Holiday Sampler 2005 (Big “0” Records)
Kenny Ellis Hanukkah Swings! (Favored Nations) +13  Eddie Higgins Trio Christmas Songs (Sunnyside) +70  Yonic Vintage Vocals It 't Over 'Til The Fat Man Swings (SKM
. X . N . Creative, Inc.)
Jane Monheit The Season (Epic) +12 David Leonhardt Jazz Group /'l Be Home For Christmas Kirk Whalum Performs The Babyface Songbook (Rendezvous (Red))

David Leonhardt Jazz Group /'ll Be Home For Christmas

(Self Released)

organissimo Holiday Sampler 2005 (Big “0” Records) +7 Diana Krall Christmas Songs (Verve Music Group)

(Self Released)

+10 Anita Baker Christmas Fantasy (Blue Note)
Anita Baker Christmas Fantasy (Blue Note) +9 Jane Monheit The Season (Epic)

Tonic Vintage Vocals /t Ain’t Over 'Til The Fat Man Swings

(SKM Creative, Inc.)

+7

+55  Gene Bertoncini Quiet Now (Ambient)

+55 Najee My Point of View (Heads Up)

+55 Barbara Montgomery Noel — One From The Heart (bjazz.com)

+45 Amy Banks When The Sun Comes Out (Self Released)
Gerald Veasley At The Jazz Base! (Heads Up)
Chris Stewart Phoenix: A Tribute to Cannonball Adderley (Self Released)
Ben Thomas Triskaidekaphobia (Origin)

jazzweek.com e Jan. 9, 2005

JazzWeek 19
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Sunday. November 27, 2005

News

Mixing Traditional Jewish Music With Big Band Sound
by KYW's Karin Phillips

Cantor, singer, actor, and composer...and a Philadelphia native, has mixed
traditional Hanukkah music with the sounds of the Big Band.

Kenny Ellis grew up in Philadelphia, graduated fram Temple University, and has
petformed in the Catskills and Miami and is now a cantar at an LA Synagogue
and petforms around the country. He says his mixing of Jewish holiday music
and the Big Band sound in his new CD "Hanukkah Swings" was rooted in his
soul at an eatly age.

"Dad had been listening to Count Basie and WWoody Herman and Artie Shaw and
all the Big Bands of his era. WWe had recards at my house. So | would listen to
those and at the same time, my grandmaother lived in the house with us so |
would listen to the Jewish records that she had. So my Jewish music was there
on one hand and then my dad's jazz was on the hand. And in my mind, it's one
big bowl of music for mixing together.”



KENNY ELLIS

Swinge!

EXEERERR

ELLIS

Hanukkah Swudnge!
I 4

\,.

Now Avaialble!

www.kennyellis.com
www.favorednations.com

= Favored Nations Entertainment
'_‘ 17328 Ventura Blvd. #165 Encino, CA 91316  Phone: (818) 385-1989
momnns WWW.favorednations.com www.kennyellis.com



